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Amendments to the Claims: 
Claims 1 and 2 are canceled. 

3 (Currently amended). A the method of claim 2, further comprising: 

connecting a plurality of workstations in a network, each workstation having 
available resources which are shared with other workstations across the network: 
implementing a arid across the network: 

executing grid workload on the resources which are shared among the 
plurality of workstations; 

determining an activity state of a first workstation included in the grid, the 
activity state being indicative of a degree of current utilization of the first 
workstation by a local workload: 

responding to a determination that the activity state of the first workstation 
indicates low utilization by assigning grid workload to the first workstation: 

responding to a determination that the activity state of the first workstation 
indicates high utilization by determining a workstation preference for accepting grid 
workload on the first workstation when utilization is determined to be high: 

responding to a determination that the workstation preference is yes by 
determining a delay level associated with said the grid workload and indicative of 
an extent to which said the grid workload will lock the resources of a workstation 
to which it is assigned; and 

wh e r ei n, i n r e spons e responding to a determination that said tiie activity 
state indicates high utilization and that said the workstation preference is yes by 
assigning said ttie grid workload to said the first workstation only if said ttie delay 
level indicates that said the grid workload will lock the workstation resources to an 
extent below a threshold. 

4 (Currently amended). A I n a comput e r n e twork including at least two 
w o rkstations and i m p l em e nt i ng a grid for e x e cut i ng a grid workload on th e s h a re d 
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r es ources of the at least-two work s tations, a m e thod of assigning sa i d grid 
work l oad to on e of the at le ast two workstat i ons, th e method comprising: 

connecting a plurality of workstations in a network, each workstation having 
available resources which are shared with other workstations across the network: 

implementing a arid across the network: 

executing grid workload on the resources which are shared among the 
plurality of workstations: 

monitoring a utilization level indicative of the extent to which a local 
workload is utilizing the resources of a first workstation of th e at l e ast two 
workstat ion s and setting a first workstation activity state to a selected one of three 
conditions : 

a first condition being idle if satt* the utilization level is below a first 
threshold; 

a second condition being active if said the utilization level is above 
said the first threshold and said the first workstation activity level is already 
idle or active; and 

a third condition being blocked if said the utilization fevel is above 
said the first threshold and sard the first workstation activity state is already 
blocked; and 

checking said the first workstation activity state; 

in response to a first workstation activity state of idle, assigning grid 
workload to said the first workstation; 

in response to a first workstation activity state of active, determining a first 
workstation preference for accepting said grid workload when said the first 
workstation activity state is active; 

in response to a determination that said the first workstation 
preference is yes, assigning said grid workload to said the first workstation; 

in response to a determination that said the first workstation 
preference is no: 

setting said the first workstation activity state to blocked; and 
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holding said grid workload for assignment to another of the at 
l e ast two works t ati o ns workstation ; and 
in response to a first workstation activity state of blocked, holding said grid 
workload for assignment to another o f th e at le ast two workstat i o n s workstation . 

5 (Currently amended). The method of Claim 4, further comprising: 

determining a delay level associated with said grid workload and indicative 
of the extent to which said grid workload will lock the resources of a workstation 
to which it is assigned, and: 

wherein in response to a first workstation activity state of active and a first 
workstation preference of yes, assigning said grid workload to said the first 
workstation only if said the delay level indicates that the grid workload will lock the 
workstation resources to an extent below a second threshold. 

Claims 6 through 8 are canceled from this application, subject to the right of 
applicant to present those claims in a continuing application. 

Claims 9 and 10 are canceled. 

1 1 (Currently amended). Apparatus The syst e m of Claim 10 further comprising: 
a plurality of workstations connected together in a network, each 

workstation having available resources which are shared with other workstations 

across the network: 

computer executable instructions stored accessibly to and executing on 

said plurality of workstat ions which, when executing, implement a grid across the 

network and execute grid workload on the resources which are shared among the 

plurality of workstations: 

a workstation monitor operati velv associated with said workstations which 

determines 

(a) an acti vity state of a first workstation, the activity state being 
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indicative of a degree of current utilization of said first workstation by a local 
workload; and 

(b) a workstation preference for accepting arid workload on said first 
workstation when utilization is high; 

a grid workload monitor for d e t e rmining which determines a delay level 
associated with said the grid workload and indicative of the extent to which said 
the grid workload will lock the resources of a workstation to which tt the grid 
workload is assigned; and - wh e r e in ; 

said a workstation scheduler which: 

(d) in response to a determination that the activity state indicates low 

utilization of said first workstation assigns grid workload to said first 

workstation: or 

(d) in response to a determination that the activity state indicates 
high utilization of said first workstation checks the workstation preference 
of said first workstation and in response to a and that said workstation 
preference ts of yes, farther assigns said the grid workload to said first 
workstation only if said the delay level indicates that said the grid workload 
will lock the workstation resources to an extent below a threshold; or 

(e) in response to a workstation preference of no holds the grid 
workload for assignment to another workstation. 

12 (Currently amended). Apparatus I n a comput e r n e twork i nclud i ng at l e ast two 
workstations and implementi n g a grid for execut i ng grid work l oad on th e sha re d 
r e source s of the at l east two workstations, a syst e m for ass i gn i ng sa i d grid 
workload to one of th e at l east two workstatio n s, th e syst e m comprising: 

a plurality of workstations connected together in a network, each 
workstation having available resources which are shared with other workstations 
across the network; 

computer executable instructions stored accessibly to and executing on 
said plurality of workstations which, when executing, implement a grid across the 
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network and execute arid workload on the resources which are shared among the 
plurality of workstations: 

a workstation monitor for monitoring which 

(a) monitors a utilization level indicative of the extent to which a local 
workload is utilizing the resources of a first workstation of the at least t wo 
workstations and setting sete a first workstation activity state to a selected one of 
three conditions : 

a first condition being idle if said the utilization level is below a first 

threshold; 

a second condition being active if said toe utilization level is above 
said the first threshold and said the first workstation activity level is already 
idle or active; and 

a third cond ition being blocked if said the utilization level is above 
said ttie first threshold and said the first workstation activity state is already 
blocked; and 

(b) determines d e t e rmining a first workstation preference for accepting said 
grid workload when said first workstation activity state is active; and 

a workload scheduler for which : 

(c) checks ch e cking said first workstation activity state; 

(d) in response to a first workstation activity state of active, checks check i ng 
said first station preference; 

(d1) in response to a first workstation preference of yes, assigns 
ass i gning sa i d grid workload to said first workstation; 

(d2) in response to a first workstation preference of no: 

(d2a) sets setting said first workstation activity to blocked; 
(d2b) holds hotding said grid workload for assignment to 
another workstation of the at least two workstations ; and 
(e} in response to a first workstation activity state of blocked, holds holding 
said grid workload for assignment to another workstation of th e at le ast two 
workstat i ons . 
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1 3 (Currently amended). The apparatus system of Claim 12, further comprising: 
a grid workload monitor which determines for determ in ing a delay level 
associated with said grid workload and indicative of the extent to which said grid 
workload will lock the resources of a workstation to which it grid workload is 
assigned, and wherein said workload scheduler, in response to a first workstation 
activity state of active and a first workstation preference of yes, assigns said grid 
workload to said first workstation onjy if said the delay level indicates that said the 
grid workload will lock the workstation resources to an extent below a second 
threshold. 

Claims 14 through 16 are canceled from this application, subject to the right of 
applicant to present those claims in a continuing application. 
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